VII.
EDWARD VI AND DUEHAM HOUSE.

THE shadow of uncertainty has rested upon the com-
ments of writers who have from time to time affirmed
or doubted the existence of a working mint during the
reign of Edward VI in the Strand palace of the Bishops
of Durham. I shall, however, hope to prove in the
following pages that the affirmative tradition can now
be accepted as an established fact, as it has apparently
fallen to my lot to bring to light certain evidence which
should remove the main question, at least, from the
region of speculation.

The Durham House of Tudor days, as shown in early
prints, occupied a fine position facing the Thames, its
land running northwards from the river to the line of
the Strand. The site was eventually cleared by the
brothers Adam in the eighteenth century for the purpose
of erecting the buildings known as the Adelphi, but the
name of the old palace is perpetuated by Durham Street.
Stow in his Survey of London (1598) when describing
the house makes no reference to a mint, although he
mentions elsewhere the similar establishment at Suffolk
House in Southwark. It is also remarkable that the
King's Journal does not contain any allusion to the new
departure in 1548-1549.

Before dealing with the recently acquired informa-
tion I will turn aside for a moment to consider two